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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-8 and 10-21 are pending and have been examined. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1-8 and 10-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as 
failing to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably 
convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application 
was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. The new matter is found in the 
independent claims 1 and 12, "dynamically" generating. The originally filed disclosure 
does not support dynamic generation as claimed through the use of the phrase "at 
program startup" (page 7, lines 6-7) or through the general meaning of the specification. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1 and 12 recites the limitation "at program startup". There is insufficient 

antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. The limitation is interpreted as referring 

to "a program executing on said computer..." limitation as the program at startup. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 09/614,635 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2193 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7-8, 11-14, 18, 19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Aho et al., Compilers: Principles, Techniques, and Tools . 

Claim 1 

Aho disclosed an apparatus for generating processor-specific multimedia routines 
dynamically computer assembly codo (pages 1-24, chapter 1; a compiler), comprising: 

♦ a computer (pages 1-24, chapter 1)\ and 

♦ a program executing on said computer said program including instructions for 
processing multimedia data, said program further including (pages 1-24, 
chapter 1; a compiler): 

♦ an abstract routine generator for receiving a data stream comprising a 
multimedia routine (data stream comprising a multimedia routine interpreted 
as instructions using various media or memory) and for outputting a generic 
abstract representation thereof during runt i mo at program startup (page 10, 
figure 1.9; page 463-512, in particular page 464; actions occurring through 
translator/compiler startup)] and 

♦ a translator for said abstract routine generator for receiving said abstract 
representation and for outputting processor specific code translated from said 
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abstract representation for processing multimedia input data during said 
runtimo at program startup (pages 463-464, figures 8. 1 and 8.2; also first 
sentence page 463, also note page 20, section "Front and Back Ends"; 
actions occurring through translator/compiler startup). 

Claim 2 

Aho disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein in said abstract routine generator 
builds an abstract routine during runtime (page 1-24; chapter 1, inherent that generator 
is operating during its runtime). 

Claim 3 

Aho disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said abstract routine generator builds 
an abstract routine in the form of a graph (page 463-512, chapter 8, in particular page 
464, section 8.1, graphical representations of intermediate languages). 

Claim 7 

Aho disclosed the apparatus of Claim 3, wherein said graph is input to said translator 
(page 463, figure 8. 1, "code generator"). 

Claim 8 

Aho disclosed the apparatus of Claim 3, wherein the output of said translator is in 
assembly code (page 5, figure 1.3, compiler outputs assembly to assembler). 
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Claim 11 

Aho disclosed the apparatus of Claim 3, wherein said graph is a function of any of 
source block, target block, change in the block, color, stride, change in stride, display 
block, and spatial filtering (page 463-722, numerous examples/figures of graphs 
representing blocks of code). The above phrase "is a function of any of the" is 
interpreted as "or" (in the alternative) in the rejection. 

Claims 12. 13. 14. 18, 19 and 21 

The limitations of method claims 12, 13, 14, 18, 19 and 21 correspond to apparatus 
claims 1,2,3,7,8 and 1 1 and are rejected in the same manner. 

Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5-6, 10, 16, 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Aho et al., Compilers: Principles, Techniques, and Tools . 
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Claims 5 and 6 

Aho did not explicitly state the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said multimedia data 
comprise image or audio input data. Official Notice is taken that it was known at the 
time of invention to utilize instructions which manipulate audio and image data (any 
instruction manipulating memory containing such information). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement the 
compiling system of Aho with such audio and image data. This implementation would 
have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
compile for all instructions manipulating all data in a piece of software or code (audio 
and image data have been common since the 1980's, thus compilers compile for them). 

Claim 10 

Aho did not explicitly state the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said processor-specific 
code performs any of the operations of add, sub, multiply, average, maximum, 
minimum, compare, and, or, xor, pack, unpack, and merge on said input data. Aho did 
not explicitly discuss the processor-specific commands/operations issued by a code 
generator. Official Notice is taken that it was known at the time of invention for 
processors to perform specific functions/operations, such as add, sub, multiply and so 
on (though Aho discusses using a backend section of a compiler for processor 
specifics, page 20). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention to implement the compiler of Aho with processor-specific functionality 
as above. This implementation would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill 
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in the art would be motivated to generate code, which would actually operate on a 
processor (part of the purpose of a compiler). The above phrase "performs any of the 
operations" is interpreted as "or" (in the alternative) in the rejection. 

Claims 16, 17 and 20 

The limitations of method claims 16, 17 and 20 correspond to apparatus claims 5, 6 and 
10 and are rejected in the same manner. 

6. Claims 9 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aho et al., Compilers: Principles, Techniques, and Tools in further view of "Dictionary 
of Computing". 

Claim 9 

Aho did not explicitly state the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said translator's 
configuration can be changed by use of a dynamic library link. Computing 
demonstrated that it was known at the time of invention to utilize dynamic link libraries 
to aid programs and make corrections to those programs (page 149, DLL). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement 
the elements (such as code generator/translator) of Aho's compilers with dynamic link 
libraries as found in Computing's teaching. This implementation would have been 
obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to aid in the flexibility 
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of the various components through making corrections and updates (as suggested by 
the definition) and thus altering the configuration. 

Claim 22 

The limitations of method claim 22 correspond to apparatus claim 9 and are rejected in 
the same manner. 

7. Claims 1-3, 7-8, 10-14 and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Benson (USPN 5,307,492). 

Claim 1 

Benson disclosed an apparatus for generating processor-specific multimedia routines 
dynamically comput e r ass e mbly cod e, comprising: 

♦ a computer (figure 2)\ and 

♦ a program executing on said computer, said program including instructions for 
processing multimedia data, said program further including (column 3, lines 
64-67): 

♦ an abstract routine generator for receiving a data stream comprising a 
multimedia routine and for outputting a generic abstract representation 
thereof during runt i me at program startup (column 3, line 64 to column 4, line 
4; actions occurring through translator/compiler startup)] and 
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♦ a translator for said abstract routine generator for receiving said abstract 
representation and for outputting processor specific code translated from said 
abstract representation for processing multimedia input data dur i ng said 
runt i m e at program startup (column 4, lines 5-11; actions occurring through 
translator/compiler startup). 
Benson did not explicitly state generating assembly code. Benson demonstrated that 
it was known at the time of invention to use the translating system to produce assembly 
in the target architecture (column 3, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement Benson's translation with 
producing assembly as found in Benson's own teaching. This implementation would 
have been obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to 
provide either implementation as Benson indicated both were possible and therefore 
needed. 

Claim 2 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein in said abstract routine generator 
builds an abstract routine during runtime (inherent that analyzer/generator/translator is 
operating during its runtime). 

Claim 3 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said abstract routine generator 
builds an abstract routine in the form of a graph (column 4, lines 5-6). 
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Claim 7 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 3, wherein said graph is input to said 
translator (column 4, lines 5-11, analyzing/generator relates to translator). 

Claim 8 

Benson did not explicitly state the apparatus of Claim 3, wherein the output of said 
translator is in assembly code. Benson demonstrated that it was known at the time of 
invention to use the translating system to produce assembly in the target architecture 
(column 3, lines 50-55). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of invention to implement Benson's translation with producing assembly as 
found in Benson's own teaching. This implementation would have been obvious 
because one of ordinary ski!! in the art would be motivated io provide either 
implementation as Benson indicated both were possible and therefore needed. 

Claim 10 

Benson did not explicitly state the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said processor- 
specific code performs any of the operations of add, sub, multiply, average, maximum, 
minimum, compare, and, or, xor, pack, unpack, and merge on said input data. 
However, Benson demonstrated that it was known at the time of invention for 
processors to perform specific functions/operations, such as add, sub, multiply and so 
on (column 9, lines 47-50). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
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at the time of invention to implement the output of the system of Benson with 
processor-specific functionality as above. This implementation would have been 
obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to generate code, 
which would actually operate on a processor (part of the purpose of a compiler). The 
above phrase "performs any of the operations" is interpreted as "or" (in the alternative) 
in the rejection. 

Claim 11 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 3, wherein said graph is a function of any of 
source block, target block, change in the block, color, stride, change in stride, display 
block, and spatial filtering (figures 6 and 7 at least). The above phrase "is a function of 
any of the" is interpreted as "or" (in the alternative) in the rejection. 

Claims 1 2-1 4 and 1 8-21 

The limitations of method claims 12-14 and 18-21 correspond to apparatus claims 1-3, 

7, 8 and 10-1 1 and are rejected in the same manner. 

8. Claims 4-6 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Benson (USPN 5,307,492) in view of Ansari et al. (USPN 6,473,897). 
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Claim 4 

Benson did not explicitly state the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said multimedia data 
comprise SIMD input data. Ansari demonstrated that it was known at the time of 
invention that processors use SIMD (column 5, lines 23-40). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement the 
translation system of Benson with starting architecture using SIMD as found in Ansari's 
teaching. This implementation would have been obvious because one of ordinary skill 
in the art would be motivated to convert from one processor to another (Benson: 
column 3, lines 46-50). 

Claim 5 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1 , wherein said multimedia data comprise 
image input data. Ansari demonstrated that it was known at the time of invention that 
processors use MMX (column 5, lines 23-40), which provides image input data. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement 
the translation system of Benson with starting architecture using MMX as found in 
Ansari's teaching. This implementation would have been obvious because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to convert from one processor to another 
(Benson: column 3, lines 46-50). 
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Claim 6 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said multimedia data comprise 
audio input data. Ansari demonstrated that it was known at the time of invention that 
processors use MMX (column 5, lines 23-40), which provides audio input data. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement 
the translation system of Benson with starting architecture using MMX as found in 
Ansari's teaching. This implementation would have been obvious because one of 
ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to convert from one processor to another 
(Benson: column 3, lines 46-50). 



Claims 15-17 

The limitations of method claims 15-17 correspond to apparatus claims 4-6 and are 



• vjvwiuu ill LI OCII I IC IMCIIIild. 



9. Claims 9 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Benson (USPN 5,307,492) in view of "Dictionary of Computing". 



Claim 9 

Benson disclosed the apparatus of Claim 1, wherein said translator's configuration can 
be changed by use of a dynamic library link. Computing demonstrated that it was 
known at the time of invention to utilize dynamic link libraries to aid programs and make 
corrections to those programs (page 149, DLL). It would have been obvious to one of 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to implement the elements (such as 
intermediate code analyzer/translator) of Benson's compilers with dynamic link libraries 
as found in Computing's teaching. This implementation would have been obvious 
because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to aid in the flexibility of the 
various components through making corrections and updates (as suggested by the 
definition) and thus altering the configuration. 

Claim 22 

The limitations of method claim 22 correspond to apparatus claim 9 and are rejected in 
the same manner. 

Response to Arguments 

10. Applicant's arguments filed 13 October 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. Applicant argues Aho and Benson do not disclose generating 
processor-specific multimedia routines dynamically as claimed. This argument is 
unpersuasive as shown from the carefully mapped out rejections to the cited prior art 
above. Further, "at program startup" is particularly broad. A program for translation, 
such as a compiler or translator, naturally performs translation "at startup" or when it 
begins to execute until it's conclusion. The cited passages from Applicant's originally 
disclosure do not narrow this phrase in any way. Thus, the rejections are maintained as 
indicated. 
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Conclusion 



1 1 . Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to William H. Wood whose telephone number is (571)-272-3736. The examiner can normally 
be reached 9:00am - 5:30pm Monday thru Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Kakali Chaki can be reached on (571)-272-3719. The fax phone numbers for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned are (571)273-8300 for regular communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should be 
directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)305-3900. 
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